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With the provisional 30-man World Cup squads (and several final 23-man squads)
named earlier this week, we can now assess the damage to the poor Panini World Cup
sticker book. The makers of this beloved collectable are tasked with trying to determine
17 members of each team months in advance of the tournament. Obviously, this is next
to impossible to get 100 percent correct given injuries and the changing whims of
national team managers.

After the initial release of names, 33 players in the sticker book have already missed the chance to fulfill their
Panini destiny, according to Colombia's Antena 2. Some players missed out due to injury (like Belgium's Christian
Benteke and the Netherlands' Kevin Strootman) and others missed because they annoy the coach (France's Samir
Nasri). Here's their list...

AUSTRALIA

Lucas Neill

Rhys Williams

Brett Holman

BELGIUM

Christian Benteke

BOSNIA

Adnan Zahirovic

BRAZIL

Robinho

CHILE

David Pizarro
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SOUTH KOREA

Shin Kwang-Hoon

Park Joo-Ho

IVORY COAST

Jean-Jacques Gosso

Romaric

ECUADOR

Edison Mendez

SPAIN

Alvaro Arbeloa

u.S.

Eddie Johnson

FRANCE

Eric Abidal

Samir Nasri

HOLLAND

Kevin Strootman

England
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Ashley Cole

Kyle Walker

Michael Carrick

Andros Townsend

Iran

Mojtaba Jabbari

Gholamreza Rezaei

Italy

Emanuele Giaccherini

Alberto Gilardino

MEXICO

Aldo de Nigris

Moisés Mufioz

NIGERIA

John Ogu

Ideye Brown

PORTUGAL

Joshua

RUSSIA
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Fedor Smolov

SWITZERLAND

Eren Derdiyok

URUGUAY

Diego Pérez

This list is sure to grow come the final roster deadline on June 2. But so far it looks like England manager Roy
Hodgson has given the Panini people the most headaches. Perhaps for the 2018 World Cup they should put a
section in the back of the album that can serve as an island of misfit stickers.
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